
which have been carefully studied in which the gestation has
gone to almost 300 days, 28 to 30 days beyond the computed
time, and where the size of the child was an additional evidence
that it had been carried beyond the average time. I think
that where we have reason to know from external measure¬

ments, and from the history of preceding labors that there is
pelvic contraction, it behooves us to watch the case with ex¬

treme care and to estimate not only the size of the pelvis, but
the size of the fetal head, which can best be obtained by the
Miller method. In a case of this kind we should not allow the
gestation to be protracted, and much will be gained by timely
interference.

Db. William R. Nicholson—It strikes me that the induction
of'premature labor is one of our most useful obstetrical pro¬
cedures, since the smaller grades of pelvic deformity are the
common ones met with. It seems to me that to allow a woman
with a contracted pelvis to go into labor with her first child, to
determine whether she can give birth to that child spontan¬
eously is in certain cases a pretty dangerous method to follow,
unless the patient be of the best class of society, since in cer¬

tain grades of practice it is not possible to do cesarean section
in private houses; and it strikes me that a method which
offers an alternative in the largest number of cases, is a very-
valuable thing to have in one's possession. I think Dr. Boyd
has stated all the possible objections. The only thing that
occurred to me in listening to him was that a man who was
unfit to put in a bougie, so far as sepsis was concerned, was
unfit to do a cesarean section. While I have not induced labor
100 times, I have never seen the slightest difficulty in regard to
the rupture of the membranes, and have never had a case which
has shown temperature after the bougie was in place, unless
the induction was prolonged and the membranes ruptured.

Dr. R. C. Norris—We talk about the difficulty of estimating
the duration of pregnancy. I would like to ask Dr. Boyd when
he predicts for his patients the probable date of confinement
how many times his patients go three or four weeks over that
time. We do miss it once in a while, but in my hospital and
private practice I find quite accurate estimates are made.
When the estimates have been inaccurate I have explained the
error in two ways: either the woman herself has made a mis¬
take in her recollection of her last period and of the date of
quickening, or she was that type of woman who conceives just
before her first missed period rather than just after her last
period. The estimation of the duration of pregnancy is not
difficult when we have a reliable history. It is usually in the
lower classes that the women forget or disregard the date of
their last sickness, and in these cases I admit it is often difficult
to determine the duration of pregnancy solely by fetometry.
You can not do so as accurately as by the history of menstrua¬
tion and quickening. All these facts should harmonize: the
history of menstruation and of quickening, and the estimated
size of the child, and height of fundus. I have known the advo¬
cates of hasty cesarean section to make the same error in calcu¬
lation and to deliver six-pound babies that have to be put in
incubators. The plea of my paper is emphasized by Dr. Long-
aker when he speaks of confining our discussion to minor de¬
grees of pelvic narrowing. The period of time required for the
termination of an induced labor has varied from 6% to 64
hours. The rubber bag is of the greatest value. The bougies
used alone often will not be efficient. I remember Dr. Parvin
on one occasion putting in a series of bougies which remained
for a week or more without bringing on pains. In cases of
that kind, the rubber bag is essential, and in my cases I ac¬

complished the result in an average of 29 hours, and without
danger of sepsis. Premature rupture of the membranes when
passing the bougie carries with it a certain amount of danger.
Partial separation of the placenta I have noticed several times,
but never with an ill effect on mother or child. The danger of
infection is a matter of individual equation, and depends on
one's aseptic technic. The test of labor is justifiable in most
degrees of pelvic deformity, and I do not see any disadvantageif the labor is brought on two to three weeks before time.
You have a smaller baby's head, and if the test shows that the
mother is going to fail, you are in a better position to do

version or use the forceps with a baby two weeks under its
time than with a baby ten days or two weeks over its time. I
have read nothing in literature, nor heard remarks from men

doing frequently the cesarean section for the same grade of
eases that would make me change my position, and my own
records carefully studied have convinced me more than ever
that many cesarean sections can be safely avoided by skilled
induction of labor.

Therapeutics.
[Our readers are invited to send favorite prescriptions ot

outlines of treatment, such as have been tried and found useful,
for publication in these columns. The writer's name must be
attached, but it will be published or omitted as he may prefer.
It is the aim of this department to aid the general practi¬
tioner by giving practical prescriptions and, in brief, methods
of treatment for the diseases seen especially in everyday prac¬
tice. Proper inquiries concerning general formulae and out¬
lines of treatment are answered in these columns without
allusion to inquirer.]

Muscular Cramps.
Revue Medico-Pharmaceutique suggests the following for

mula:
R. Vini opii

Chloroformi
Olei hyoeyami, ää.Si 30

M. Sig.: Apply locally with friction. If relief is not soon

experienced, sodium bromid should be administered internally.
Syphilis.

In Lyon Medicale Molle gives the following prescription of
Simonet for secondary manifestations:

R. Hydrarg. chloridi corrosivi
Sodii chloridi, ail.,.gr. xxx

Aqua; dest.m. xc
Pulv. gluten .5ss 13
Ext. opii .gr. xxss 1 50
Glycerini.m. xlv 3

M. Ft. pil. No. cc. Sig.: Two pills three times daily.
INFANTILE SYPHILIS.

Mercurial frictions, according to Journal des Practicìetus, are
well borne by children. The Neapolitan ointment is made as
follows :

R. Metallic mercury .500 parts.
Benzoinated lard .460 parts.
White wax. 40 parts.

M. Sig.: One to five drams to be rubbed into the skin.
For an infant the ointment should be rubbed in with a piece

of flannel on a different part of the abdomen every morning.
The ointment should be allowed to remain. After a month of
such treatment, it should be suspended for a week and then
recommenced, and this procedure should be kept up for a year.

Local lesions may be treated with:
R. Hydrarg. ammoniati.gr. xlv 3|Petrolati .gi 301
M. Sig.: Use locally.
After one year's treatment potassium iodid should be given.

1% grains (10 centigrams) daily for three weeks, ten days'
intermission, then three more weeks of treatment. Ever\
three months, inunction should be resumed for two weeks.

Prophylaxis is important; careful choice of wet nurse, for¬
bidding of kissing, use of cow vaccine exclusively, with aseptic
instruments.

In hereditary syphilis, at the end of a year of inunction, half
to one teaspoonful may be given daily of Gilbert's syrup.

R. Hydrarg. iodidi rubri.gr. ivss |30
Potassii iodidi.Si 30|
Aqua· dest.gi 2/3 50|Syrupi cinchonas .Sxxxi 2/3 920|M. Do not'filter. Sig.: One half to one teaspoonful daily.

At the end of the second year, 3 grains (20 centigrams)
of potassium iodid may be given daily.

The liquor of Van Swieten is sometimes substituted:
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 . Hydrarg. chloridi corrosivi .1 part.
Aqua; dest.900 parts.
Spiritus rectificati .100 parts.

M. Dissolve the sublimate in the alcohol, then add the
water. Sig. : Ten drops daily for each month of age.

The prophylaxis of hereditary syphilis consists of the treat¬
ment of the parents, of the syphilitic pregnant woman, dis¬
couragement of marriage between syphilitics, and the nursing
of the syphilitic child by its mother, never by a nurse.

Neuralgia.
Itevue Medico-Pharmaceutique recommends the following

formula as valuable in neuralgia:
ft. Quinin valerianatis .gr. iss 10

Extract] hyoscyami .gr. 3/10 02
Extracti cinehonœ .gr. % 05

M. Ft. pil. No. i. Sig.: Take two to four such pills daily.
Eye Bruises (Black Eye).

ilerck's Archives recommends the following:
ft. Acidi acetici dil.3v 150

Tincturse arnicae
Ammon. chloridi, ää.3i 30
Aquse dest.3v 150

M. Ft. lotio. Sig.: Apply locally.
Cystitis.

The Critical Review attributes the following prescription to

Keyes, who recommends it as of value in the treatment of
ueute cystitis:

ft. Liq. potassa:.3iv 16
Ext. hyoscyami fi.3vi 25 N

Syrupi aurantii cort.Sui 00
Aqua: cinnamomi q. s. ad.Svi 180

M. Sig.: Teaspoonful in water three times a day.
Pepper recommends the following:
ft. Potassa bromidi

Sodii bromidi, ää.3ii 8
Ext. belladonna; .gr. iv 25
Ext. buehu.3i 4
Syrupi sarsap. comp. q. s. ad.5¡v 120

M. Ft. sol, Sig.: Tablespoonftil three times a day after
meals.

Diet in Diseases of the Liver.
Linnosier (Bull, et Mem. de la Société de Thérapeutique,

February, 1904) says that it is necessary to exercise care in
regard to quantity as well as quality of diet in the treatment
of liver diseases. Meats are to be more or less completely ex¬

cluded, according to the severity of the disease. Lean ham and
fresh fish are the most suitable meats. Milk is an excellent
article of diet; there is no necessity of excluding the fat from
the milk, as it is commonly advised, because the fat, on account
of its emulsifying properties, is in many cases well tolerated.
Fresh vegetables (peas, beans, salads, etc.) are to be recom¬
mended in cases where digestion is as good as normal. Tur¬
nips and cabbage, etc., are not to be permitted. Bread and
dishes prepared with flour may be given to some extent; foods,
however, the ash of which is rich in phosphoric acid, are not
to be permitted, as they increase the already existing acid
intoxication. Potatoes, the ash of which is alkaline, are allowed.
Ripe fruits are suitable on account of their laxative powers
and their contents of vegetable acid salts. The latter are

changed to carbonates, and therefore have a favorable influence
on the existing hyperacidity. Water is the best drink, alkaline
waters when there is hyperacidity. Small quantities of coffee
may be allowyed, but chocolate, on account of being rich in fats
and oxalic acid, is to be prohibited.

Constipation in Infants.
Infants who are being fed exclusively on milk, either breast

or bottle, which is low in percentage of fat are very likely to
suffer from constipation. Rotch has noticed that when breast
milk contains a low percentage of fat and a high percentage of
proteids the stools are feeble and watery. Boiling and pas¬
teurizing are very apt to cause constipation. In breast-fed
babies it is best to correct the constipation by proper atten¬
tion to the mother's diet in order to increase its fat. First it
is important to secure undisturbed rest for the nurse at night.

She should be relieved of the care and nursing of the infant
during the night and the bottle should be substituted if neees-

sarj'. Fresh air should be obtained in abundance by driving
and walking when she is able. Thomas of New York con¬
siders massage of the breast as one of the most powerful
stimulants to the secretion of milk. It should be done with
great care and gentleness, and every precaution taken against
infection. A mild antiseptic ointment may be used with the
massage, and it should be done two or three times a day for ten
minutes at a time. The diet should be abundant, wLh a large
amount of milk and meat, especially beef. If anemia is present
iron should be given. If drugs must be used to overcome the
difficulty the following are to be recommended:

Milk of magnesia.3ss-3i 2.-4|
Or:

Olive oil .3i 4|
Or:

Sodii phosphate .gr. ii |12
Other drugs recommended, but of less value than the above,

are:

Calcined magnesia .gr. viii-x |50-.6ñ
Or:

Aromatic fi. ext. cascara sagrada.m. v-xxx .30-2|
Or:

Pulv. glycerrhiza· comp.gr. x-xv .65-11
When only local stimulation of the rectum for defecation is

required glycerin, gluten, or soap suppositories may be used.
Enematas of soapsuds and water, of equal parts of water and
glycerin are very efficacious to effect temporary relief. Large
injections of fluid (more than 2 to 4 ounces should be avoided) ;

they may produce overdistention and paresis. In bottle-fed
infants the first attention should be given to the proper modi¬
fication of the milk so that the correct percentage of fat ob-e
tains. The other treatment as outlined above may likewise be
used in these cases. After six months orange juice may be
added to the diet and a little later the juice of stewed prunes.
Massage of the abdomen in certain cases of obstinate consti¬
pation has been a most successful treatment.

Work as a Therapeutic Measure.
This is the subject of an editorial in the Boston Medical and

Surg. Jour. "Among the many rational therapeutic measures
which have been advocated of late years, small attention has
been paid to the efficacy of work." Rest, exercise, massage,
electricity, hydrotherapy, etc., have been used with much suc¬
cess and enthusiasm by many, both within and without the
profession. The so-called "rest treatment" introduced by Dr.
Weir Mitchell has been demonstrated beyond doubt to be most

successful in appropriate cases. It has undoubtedly many
times been misused and indiscriminately used and consequently
has given its best results in the hands of its founder. "In
view, however, of all the time and attention which has been
given to treatment by so-called rational methods, it is some¬
what extraordinary that no systematic attempt has been
made to systematize a method of treatment which shall have
work, either physical or mental, as its fundamental principle.
Of course physicians are continually advising physical exercise
and physical labor, but with the possible exception of Moebius
no one has mapped out a work cure in the same systematic
fashion as the rest cure." The author considers that invalidisoi
is quite often due to other causes than those for which rest
and recreation could work a cure. It is a very rare experience
to come in contact with a person who is really suffering from
overwork. The work may be uncongenial, the hours long, and
physical strength insufficient to meet the demands. It is the
author's belief that the lack of suitable employment is rather
4Jie source of the various failures which are familiar to every
physician. If it be true that overwork is rare, and that the
moral and physical stimulus which work gives is desirable,
systematic treatment by work is as rational, as systematic
treatment by other means. Employment of the mind, as well
as the body, is conducive to health, and physicians would
accomplish far more definite results if they insisted on the
necessity of work with anything like the frequency that they
insist on the necessitv of rest.
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Antidiarrhea Mixture.
'the following formula has been used in certain cases in

the King's County (N. Y.) hospitals:
ft. Morphin acetatis.gr. i 06

Plumbi acetatis .gr. xii 75
Aqua? camphors:.5" 60

M. Sig.: One teaspoonful every three to four hours.

Hemorrhoids.
The following formula has found favor in the hospitals of

the Department of Charities of New York:
R. Morphin oleatis. 1 part.

Camphorœ. 2 parts.
Olei sassafras. 4 parts.
Resinae. 8 parts.
Cerata? flavae .16 parts.
Adipis benzoated.24 parts.

M. Sig. : To be applied on lint.
The foregoing is best compounded by melting the wax, resin,

and benzoate lard together by gentle heat, and digesting the
camphor in this until it is dissolved. While the mass is cooling
and before it solidifies, add the morphin oleate and sassafras
oil. and mix thoroughly.

An Inhalant in Respiratory Diseases.
ft. Iodin .grs.x-3i .65-4

Carbon disulph.3i 30
Guaiacol .3i 4

M. Sig.: To be used as an inhalation in the various res¬

piratory disorders, including the early tubercular stages, bron¬
chitis, asthma, etc.

Drs. Stovall and Twitty, Columbia, Ala., send the above for¬
mula, and say they have been using it in their practice for
about seven years, and that the results from its application
have been very favorable, so much so that they have come to
regard it as a specific in that class of post-grippal coughs
which have such a direct tendency toAvard the tubercular state.
The addition of guaiacol is advantageous when not objectionable
to the patient. The variable quantity of iodin is due to differ¬
ences in effects and requirements as regards individual cases.
The weaker solution is for catarrh of the upper tract and for
nasal inhalation; the stronger in the deeper seated disease and
for mouth inhalation. The inhaler must be of glass; its style
depending largely on the inspiratory powers of patients. WTien
the lung capacity is good enough the simple tube inhaler with
gauze inserted will usually suffice. In other cases the bulb
vaporizer will be required.

Medicolegal.
Death from Disease Caused by Wound; Dying Declarations.

—The Supreme Court of Alabama holds, in Pitt vs. State, that
if death resulted immediately from a "bowel trouble," which
had been brought on or superinduced by the gunshot wound
charged or the amputation of the deceased's leg, rendered nec¬

essary by the gunshot wound, the fact that the "bowel trouble"
was the cause of death would furnish the accused no protection
against a charge of unlawful homicide. It also holds that the
fact that the deceased asked that a physician be sent for was
not in itself and alone sufficient to affect the admissibility in
evidence of his dying declarations, as showing a hope of recov¬

ery, it having been shown that he was at the time suffering
with severe pain in his bowels, and it being natural that he
•fhould want the physician to allay his suffering.

Physicians and Certain Opticians Not Merchants.—The Su¬
preme Court of Iowa says, in City of Waukon vs. Fisk, that a

surgeon specialist who treats deformities of the body by the
use of straps and braces made according to his measurements
would not be classed as a merchant simply because he habitu¬
ally supplies his patients with the necessary apparatus by or¬

ders on the manufacturer, and receives or collects payment
therefor. Neither would we so class a physician who receives
a commission on prescriptions filled by a pharmacist. Like¬
wise, it holds that a traveling optician who does not carry spec-

tacles or eyeglasses for sale, but examines and tests the eyes oí
persons applj-ing to him therefor, and writes the description of
the glasses required on a "prescription blank," which is mailed
to a dealer, in Chicago, who fills the order by grinding and pre¬
paring the glasses according to the directions, and sends them
direct to the customer, is not a merchant, and can not be sub¬
jected to a license tax as one, by a city authorized to define by
ordinance who shall be considered transient merchants; to reg¬
ulate, license and tax their sales. The court says that such an

optician's business may not rank professionally with that of a

surgeon or physician, but his business bears a close relation to
theirs, in that he assumes to diagnose, and, to a certain ex¬

tent, remedy, a physical defect. His skill and experience in this
respect constitute his capital and his "stock in trade," and the
fact that he finds his compensation in a profit or commission on

the apparatus by which he aids defective sight does not make
him a merchant.

Compulsory Vaccination of School Children.—The Supreme
Court Commissioners of California say, in French vs. Davidson,
that in the case of Abeel vs. Clark, 84 Cal. 226, the title of the
"Act to encourage and provide for a general vaccination in the
state of California" was shown to be in substantial compliance
with the requirements of the constitution, and many authori
ties were cited illustrating its sufficiency. The uniform opera
tion of the act on a natural class of persons, to wit, school chil¬
dren, was asserted, and its compliance with the constitution in
that behalf was declared. That the vaccination act came with¬
in the police power of the legislature of the state, and that it
was for the public good, was clearly maintained by the opinion.
It was also shown that the act in no way impaired any consti¬
tutional provision against special legislation. The soundness of
that decision has never been questioned, so far as the commis¬
sioners have been able to ascertain. The case has been fre
quently cited, and the principle of it approved, both in Cali¬
fornia and in other states. The legislature, the commissioners
go on to say, no doubt was of opinion that the proper place to
commence in the attempt to prevent the spread of a contagion
was among the young, where they were kept together in con

siderable numbers in the same room for long hours each day.
It needs no argument to show that, when it comes to prevent¬
ing the spread of contagious diseases, children attending school
occupy a natural class by themselves, more liable to contagion,
perhaps, than any other class that we can think of. This effort
to prevent the spread of contagion in a direction where it
might do the most good was for the benefit and protection of all
the people, and there is in it no element of class legislation. It
in no way interferes with the right of the child to attend
school, provided the child complies with its provision. Police
regulations generally interfere with the liberty of the citizen
in one sense, but it is no valid objection to a police regulation
that it prevents a person from doing something that he wants
to do, or that he might do if it were not for the regulation
When it has been determined that the act is within the police
power of the state, nothing further need be said. The rest is
to be left to the discretion of the lawmaking power. It is for
that power to say whether vaccination shall be had as to all
school children who have not been vaccinated all the time, or
whether it shall be resorted to only when smallpox is more than
ordinarily prevalent and dangerous. Nor does the fourteenth
amendment or any other part of the federal constitution inter
fere with the power of the state to prescribe regulations to pro
mote the health and general welfare of the people.

Defenses for Charging Insanity of Person Not Insane.—The
Supreme Court of California says, in the case of Griswold vs.

Griswold, an action by a sister against a brother for charging
her with being insane and causing her arrest and imprisonment
in the insane ward of the county hospital when she was not in¬
sane, that it was incumbent on her to prove both want of
probable cause and malice, to recover damages. On the other
hand, the brother had the right to prove that he acted in good
faith, without malice, and on probable cause; that is, on such
facts and information as would induce a reasonably prudent
man to believe that his sister was insane. It was not neces¬

sary that the statement to and advice of the family physician
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